Shekou International School Model United Nations 2025| Annual Session
Forum:	General Assembly (GA)
Issue:	Mitigating the impacts of consequential environmental degradation stemming from rapid urbanization
Student Officer:	Emma Jung
Position:	Deputy President

Introduction
	Urbanization has emerged as one of the five primary drivers of environmental change in the 21st century that is shaping economic, social, and ecological transformation worldwide. Cities now produce about 70% of global carbon dioxide emissions while occupying only 3% of the Earth’s surface. As of 2030, urban land conversion is expected to increase by 1.2 million km per squared globally in the first third of this century (UN-Habitat, 2023). Although urbanization has facilitated increased economic growth and development, it has concurrently exerted adverse effects on the environment. The damages include air pollution from vehicles and industries, greenhouse gas emissions contributing to climate change, biodiversity loss due to habitat destruction for urban expansion, and widespread deforestation to accommodate expanding population. The consequences of this degradation affect human health and ecosystem stability. However, the difficulty in mitigating these impacts is further exacerbated by sectionalism, where countries prioritize their national interests over global corporations

Definition of Key Terms
Sectionalism
The prioritization of local, regional, or national interests over broader, collective goals, often resulting in fragmented or ineffective responses to global challenges. It’s associated with belief that different regions of a country have unique characteristics and values. As nations focus on short-term economic gains, cooperation on SDG weakens and result for better solutions became harder.
Urbanization 
The process of which increasing numbers of people migrate form rural to urban areas, leading to the growth and expansion of cities. This trend has created megacities like Tokyo and Mumbai. This growth in such cities amplifies the challenges on managing limited resources and social inequality. And in all of them make mitigating the neg impacts increasingly difficult.

Sustainable Urban Planning  
Urban development strategies that balance economic, social, and environmental needs to ensure long-term viability and resilience. In the context of urbanization, sustainable urban planning aims to create cities that are environmentally sound, socially equitable, and economically viable. Moreover, it is to address issues like resource consumption, waste management, and public transport to minimize negative environmental impacts. For example, Copenhagen adapted a new bicycle infrastructure in 2012 by making the city CO2 neutral and reduce serious injuries by 70% (C40 Cities). But remember that without careful planning, the pressures of urban growth can overwhelm resources.
Green Infrastructure 
Networks of natural areas within urban environments that provide ecosystem services and promote environmental health. Green infrastructure can include parks, green roofs, and permeable pavements that help manage stormwater, reduce the urban heat island effect, and improve air quality, thereby mitigating some of the environmental degradation related with dense urban development.
Sustainable Development Goals 
SDGs are a set of 17 global goals adopted by the United Nations in 2015 as a universal call to action to protect the planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity by 2030. Goals 11 and 13, specifically, focus on environmental sustainability and climate action which are directly impacted by urbanization trends and require coordinated global efforts to address.

Background Information
Cause of Rapid Urbanization
	Rapid urbanization is driven by a combination of economic opportunities in urban areas and rural to urban migration. These factors are often intertwined with people moving to cities seeking better jobs, improved living standards, and access to education and healthcare. 
	Specifically, urban areas often have better healthcare facilities, attracting families and individuals seeking better opportunities for their children and access to advanced medical care. Cities offer more business opportunities and higher concentration of wealth. This acts as a powerful incentive for migration that leads to economic growth and intensifies the demand for housing and resources. Along with that, advancements in infrastructure and technology made it easier to build and expand urban environments which have made it easier for cities to accommodate larger populations.
	This trend is expected to continue with more people worldwide preferring to live in urban cities than rurals. Policies like smart urban growth strategies, investment in transportation, and improved housings are needed to avoid worsening damages. Furthermore, factors such as globalization and difference in historical actions influence how urbanization impacts in different regions. For instance, some industrialized countries experienced rapid urban growth during early industrialization, whereas many developing nations face challenges with urban sprawl. Thus, understanding these variations is also important to conclusive solutions.  
	Environmental Impacts 
Increased Air and Water Pollution: The concentration of industries, vehicles, and dense populations in cities leads to higher emissions of pollutants. This can have significant long-term consequences, including respiratory illnesses, cardiovascular problems, and increased healthcare costs. For instance, the World Health Organization reports that air pollution contributes to about 7 million premature deaths worldwide every year. Also, contaminated water sources can lead to widespread health issues and strain local economies through increased treatment expenses. Particularly, waterborne pathogens in the US cause an estimated 7.15 million illnesses and 6630 deaths, resulting in $3.33 billion in direct health care costs (Kunz). 
Loss of biodiversity: Urban expansion destroys natural habitats by reducing species and increaseing extinction rates, which can be seen from that cities have cause more than 50% decline compared to natural habitats. This loss diminishes ecosystem services such as pollination and natural pest control which can negatively affect local agriculture and economies. Habitat fragmentation is a top drive of habitat loss about (>5% of total loss) and driving at least one-quarter of net habitat loss of 10% with up to 855 species. 
Growth in waste production and inadequate waste management: Cities generate vast amounts of hazardous waste, producing 2.24 billion tons of solid waste each year. In many cases, waste management infrastructure fails to keep pace with population growth therefore leading to land and water contamination (12.7 million metric tons of plastic entering oceans annually).
Strain on Resources: A growing number of households lead to shortages and over-extraction of limited resources like water and energy systems. This can result in economic instability especially in regions already facing resource scarcity. For instance, Cape Town with 4.6 million residents faced severe water shortages in 2018 due to overuse (Hill-Lewis). Cities also consume large amounts of non-renewable energy, especially for transportation and heating.
Sectionalism’s Role
	Sectionalism has significantly worsened environmental challenges associated with rapid urbanization. By encouraging nations to prioritize short-term economic gains, this leads to the neglect of environmental regulations and exacerbates existing inequalities. This impedes the dissemination and adoption of sustainable solutions and makes it more difficult for international organizations to address the issues. For instance, the failure of some nations to fully commit to international climate agreements due to perceived national economic interests, a manifestation of sectionalism, directly hinders global efforts to mitigate the environmental degradation caused by urbanization. This can result as a reluctance to invest in green infrastructure or adopt stricter emissions standards even when the long-term benefits of such actions are clear.   
	A notable case is the United States’ rejection of the Kyoto Protocol in 2001, showing concerns that the treaty placed disproportionate economic burdens on developed countries compared to large developing economies like China and India. This act prioritized national economic interests over global climate issues, which weakened the treaty’s implementation. Likewise, after the Copenhagen climate conference several countries—such as Canada, Japan, and Russia—declined to take on further emission reduction targets unless there was equal action from large developing nations. This division prevents organizations to promote controls worldwide regarding all aspects of this issue. 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved
UNEP (United Nations Environmental Programme)
	UNEP works closely with national and local governments to address urban environmental challenges by providing technical assistance and policy advice. They develop evaluation tools, such as the Urban Nature-Based Solutions Tool. This tool allows cities to assess flood and drought risks, monitor urban heat islands, and track changes in green space. Furthermore, the organization promotes environmental planning using methods like Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) to help cities weigh t the impacts of different policies, set priorities, and monitor progress over time. 
People’s Republic of China
	As the world’s most populated nation, China has experienced both benefits and severe costs of urbanization. The government has implemented large-scale urban development projects. Specifically, the current Five-Year Plan (2021-2025) targets reducing energy consumption and CO2 emissions per unit of GDP, increasing forest coverage, and improving city resilience against natural disasters. Another notable program was the Sponge City Program on 30 cities that promoted the use of permeable pavements, green roofs, and wetlands to collect rainwater and restore ecosystems. This method was able to improve drainage, filter out pollutants in a way that absorbs 70% of rainfall; later, SCP became a key national strategy in China. 
Brazil
	 As a rapidly urbanizing country in Latin America, cities such as Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro encounter deforestation, pollution, and social inequality. Brazil’s experience with urban sustainability initiatives, like “Programa Cidades Sustentáveis" gave approaches for other developing nations. This program focuses on promoting integrated urban planning and waste management and green infrastructure development to mitigate the impact stemming from rapid urbanization. For example, cities participating in the program have implemented bike lanes, improved public transportation, and expanded green spaces lead to reduced carbon emissions and improved air quality.
United States of America
	The United States is a central player in urbanization and environmental policy due to its large and growing population and technological leadership. Urban development in the U.S. is projected to expand significantly; for example, the U.S. Census Bureau projects that by 2050, over 80% of the population will live in urban areas. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and state governments play pivotal roles in establishing policies on clean energy. For instance, the EPA's Clean Water Act regulates pollutant discharges into waterways, and initiatives like the Energy Star program promote energy efficiency in buildings. Furthermore, investments in public transportation and green infrastructure include California’s Advanced Clean Cars II regulation to expand bike lanes and regulations of mandatory green roofs in Chicago and New York for new constructions. 

Timeline of Events
	Date
	Description of event

	1992
	United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (Earth Summit) establishes Agenda 21

	2015
	Adoption of the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) #11 Sustainable Cities and Communities and #13 Climate Action

	2016
	Habitat III Conference adopts the New Urban Agenda 

	2020
	COVID 19 Pandemic impacts urban environments and global sustainability efforts

	2023-2025
	UN SDG Progress Report: ten years into SDG implementation, progress is insufficient on many related to urbanization and environmental degradation. And was to reaffirm the need for accelerate action before 2030




Relevant UN Treaties and Events
New Urban Agenda, 23 December 2016 (A/RES/71/256): Adopted at the UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III) in Quito, Ecuador and later endorsed by the General Assembly. It calls on governments to provide basic services for all with equal access to green public spaces and protection for migrants. This served as a key framework fro SDG 11. 
Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable development, 25 September 2015 (A/RES/70/1): This resolution adopted the 17 SDGs which first established a global framework for addressing urbanization and environmental sustainability. It highlights the interdependence of environmental, social, and economic povs with focus of improving air and water quality and enhancing resilience on disasters.
Quadrennial Reports on the New Urban Agenda, 2022 and next on 2026: The UN Secretary General submits this in accordance with the New Urban Agenda to ensure accountability and track progress. These reports analyze qualitative and quantitative data from govs, organizations, and stakeholders. The purpose was to solve out challenges in reaching accountably goals. 

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue
Urban Agenda for the EU (2016~present)
This Agenda and Climate Adaptation Partnership Action Plan have supported integrated strategies for sustainable urban development in more than 900 cities. Mainly focused on better regulation, funding, and education for climate adaptation. This lead to improvements in air quality, increased green spaces, and the mainstreaming of climate adaptation in city planning. However, challenges remain in uniform implementation across all member states, as some cities lag in adopting these. Overall, the EU’s approach is regionally focused and limited directly to rapid urbanizing developing countries. 


Paris Agreement (2015)
	 This Agreement formally recognized the role of cities in climate mitigation for the first time and aims to combat climate change by limiting global warming. This encouraged countries to integrate climate action into their plans and promote practices to reduce emissions. Nonetheless, some nations have struggled to implement into local policies and developing countries face resource constraints. 

International Climate Initiative(IKI) Projects (2015~2025)
The IKI is a German government program that has implemented over 100 sustainable urban development projects in 50+ countries. It supports partner countries in implementing their National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans. For example, urban biodiversity corridors in Costa Rica and resilience project in Thailand demonstrated solutions to restore environment. However, this project faced limitations on funding and sometimes insufficient integration with national urban policies. In some cases, benefits remain localized without broad systemic change. Thus it needs for a better alignment of projects with national development framework and long term financial sustainability. 

Possible Solutions	
From a social perspective, equal participation and benefits is important for sustainable efforts to not exacerbate existing inequalities. 
Community engagement and education is also a big part for the keep up with the implementations. Environmental education and awareness programs and collab between public and private sectors will allow citizens to be involved in the practices. Investments should be made not only in infrastructures but also in services such as education, health, and community programs. This means that making sure for all people to have access to clean water, public transport, green areas, and affordable homes.
Politically, it is important to create strong governance systems that work at different levels (national, regional, and local) to make sure all policies are connected that that everyone works together. Strengthening international cooperations, such through UN groups and regional organization will help help different areas work together by sharing common goals and keeping track of progress towards targets, especially the SDG 11 and climate goals. Also, countries need to set strict rules for how land is used, how much pollution is allowed, and how building are built. Further on, countries should also create incentives-for example, tax breaks for green building developers and cleaner transportaion- to encourage private sector engagement in sustainability. They should also protect green spaces and natural areas that help wildlife. Specifically, governments should work with different organizations to secure money for stable funding. Green bonds, grants, low interest loans and more can motivate businesses and NGOs to participate in the act. 
Lastly, countries must use green spaces with nature-friendly solutions. Examples include investing in parks, green roofs, and permeable pavements that will help cities manage floods and urban areas. Incorporating technologies as a tool for better efficiency could help manage resource better and allow cities to better adapt to changes. Smart city technologies using sensors and data analytics can optimize energy and waste managements. 
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