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Introduction
The excessive use of force in peaceful protests is currently undermining civilian rights worldwide. It is a complex issue whereby governments express their disdain for any manner of dissent regarding government policy and action on social issues that directly impact the well-being of their citizens, stripping them not only of their right to participate in their governments, but to also express their concerns for the state of their countries.
This undermining of civilian participation in government has led many to label such governments as authoritarian regimes, ones that suppress civil rights movements in order to maintain power and authority. Historically, such governments have become antagonists in the narrative of anti-authoritarian conflicts. For example, the Nazi regime of the second World War in Germany, which systematically undermined the rights of non-Aryan peoples, enacting one of the world’s most infamous genocides in the form of the Holocaust. Additionally, the Apartheid regime of South Africa, which saw the institutional suppression of protests and assemblies that delegitimized racial segregation in local communities until the end of Apartheid in 1994.
In more recent times, select governments have displayed a turn to less democratic and more suppressive ideologies. The government of the United States of America, currently run by the Trump Administration, for example, has recently deployed military intervention to suppress peaceful protest in the state of California against the policies of their Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency, or ICE, in regard to unconstitutional investigations of illegal immigration and the resulting mass deportations. 
All of these unveil a common thread: their impact on the people. Those impacted by governments such as these have been systemically criminalized or have been silenced to protect policies that marginalize or discriminate against communities, an act which clearly violates Article 19 in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. As such the United Nations Human Rights Council–the subsidiary body of the United Nations responsible for upholding human rights–has the ability to establish guidelines that uphold standards of civilian expression and protect the citizens’ right to peaceful protest. Should this issue not be addressed, the world risks once more allowing power to spiral beyond control, unchecked in the hands of those who care not for the greater good.

Definition of Key Terms
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is the foundational document which details all the essential rights of the person. This document was created by the United Nations General Assembly on December 10th, 1948, in their assembly in Paris, as part of Resolution 217 A. This document set out to establish clear standards and guidelines for the dignified living of all persons worldwide to affirm and protect their innate humanity.
Protest
Protest is expression of disapproval for any kind of policy impacting the individual. In the political sphere, it pertains to an outward display of concern or disapproval for government action and/or policy by an individual or group of individuals. Peaceful protests are usually a civil right bestowed by democratic governments. Protests generally consist of acts of mere civil disobedience, non-violent protests, and violent protests, such as the White Rose peaceful protest (1942-43 Germany), the French Revolution (1788-1789, France), the Boston Tea Party (1773, U.S.), etc. International law generally regards peaceful protest as an assembly of individuals expressing dissent through non-violent actions, while violent protests are deemed unlawful because of the societal damage they can cause.
Regime
A regime is a government system, with its own particular manner of enacting the functions of a government. For example, authoritarian regimes may possess policies that repress the opinion of their citizens, whereas more democratic regimes may prioritize the needs of citizens and encourage their participation.
Military Force
The authorities/agency of a country that mobilize defensive and offensive measures under the discretion of their government, or their Head of State. This agency is responsible for maintaining peace and stability regarding social matters, which often involves quelling civil unrest and launching defence mechanisms in times of attack. The use of military intervention in protests is ethically questionable (and when peaceful, explicitly unconstitutional in most democratic governments), as the military’s primary purpose is to eliminate security threats through violent means. These means should not be directed towards civilians, which constitutes war crimes in international legislation.
Political Ideology
An ideology is the guiding set of principles an entity or organization may deploy resources under. In the context of politics, it refers to the principles by which governments worldwide enact policies and make decisions. Political ideologies can be classified under a spectrum. This spectrum is thought of as a gradient from liberal/socialist to conservative, and authoritarian to libertarian.
Civil Rights
Civil rights are the rights of a person pertaining to their ability to engage in the sociopolitical affairs of their state. Civil rights have been advocated for in many ways, generating civil rights movements–protests and outrage against regimes that suppress the civil rights of a group or community.
Authoritarianism
Authoritarianism is a political ideology whereby the central government of a state maintains supreme control over every facet of the country it governs. This entitles central government to act autonomously according to their own beliefs and structure society entirely around their laws and policies. Authoritarian governments tend to further suppress the right to freedom of expression for their citizens.
Libertarianism
Libertarianism is the ideology that contrasts authoritarianism. It pertains to allowing citizens civil liberty, meaning that central government does not maintain autonomous control over the state. Rather, the liberties and rights of the individual are protected, and minimal state intervention in private affairs is heavily emphasized, as well as enacted.
Law Enforcement Agencies
Law enforcement agencies are the agencies that work under governments to enforce the law, as a part of a government’s judiciary branch. Such examples include local and state police officers, S.W.A.T. teams, the military, etc. These agencies are structured to take direct command from government in the interest of ensuring that the law is upheld by the citizens of a country.
Civil Unrest
Civil unrest is the state of disharmony and chaos in a country pervaded by its citizens. This is usually the response of outrage to various stimuli, including policies considered to be generally disadvantageous or looked down upon by the civilians of a country, or local and international attacks. Civil unrest can even pertain forms of violence, committed by civilians or reactionary violence to other stimuli.

Background Information
	Peaceful gatherings of likeminded people have often served as the catalyst for significant changes to government policy. These have served to keep members of government accountable for their actions with their degree of political power, and have changed several oppressive ideologies in governments worldwide, or have even upended governments entirely, replacing them with that which matches the interests of the people.
	Within the last 15 years, the world has witnessed several mass movements and protests that have called for meaningful change in governments worldwide.
Black Lives Matter Movement (2020)	
	In 2020, millions of American citizens mobilized across the country to protest the racial injustices at the hands of law enforcement nationwide. Following the murder of George Floyd by a group of policemen in Minneapolis, the outraged citizens generated the Black Lives Matter movement, aimed at promoting equality for all persons regardless of their race within justice systems before the law and its corresponding agencies, and advocating for an end to police brutality and systemic racism. 
The response from local law enforcement was swift and ruthless. Police officers resorted to the use of pepper spray, tear gas, etc., all forms of militarized violence in an attempt to quell the protest. Its important to note that federal law enforcement was responsible for the quelling of the protest, and the U.S. government has slowly begun to incorporate the national guard in more recent protests such as those in Atlanta in 2024.
Yellow Vests Movement (2018-2020)	
	The Yellow Vests movement, which began in France during the year 2018, initially began as a civilian protest against the fuel tax imposed by President Emmanuel Macron’s administration. The protest soon developed into a larger expression of dissent against various issues experienced by France, including the exclusive nature of social welfare benefits, the removal of the wealth tax, etc.
The movement, however, began peaceful, but soon turned violent at the hands of outraged protesters. The violence stemmed from the French government response, which caused several injuries including dismemberment and evisceration. This radicalized the protesters, which possessed internal factions and extremist groups that took advantage of the situation and escalated protests to riots and looting.
Arab Spring (2010-2011)	
	The Arab Spring protests began in 2010 as an uptake in pro-democratic sentiment across North Africa and the Middle East. Revolutions took place, such as the Jasmine Revolution, which saw the depositions of many Heads of State in territories such as Tunisia, Yemen, Libya, etc. Further uprisings such as the January 25 Revolution in Egypt deposed the long-standing reign of figureheads, including the resignation of President Hosni Mubarak. This anti-authoritarian movement saw an increase in civilian action against government corruption and promoted structural reforms to the political and economic spheres. 
The initial response from law enforcement to these protests entailed violent and abusive forms of suppression and coercion against peaceful gatherers, including rape, forced nudity, various forms of assault, etc. These crimes were often lobbied predominantly against innocent civilian women.
Member states currently suppressing dissent	
	The following member state governments have worked using forceful methods to silence peaceful protest regarding institutional violations of human rights:
	The United States of America
President Donald Trump’s current administration in the executive body of the U.S. government has pervaded ideologies that suppress many forms of protest against their policies and decision making. Recently in Los Angeles, Trump deployed military troops to quell the peaceful protest against the forcible deportations of individuals to foreign regions, resulting in these individuals being held in detention centres that violate their rights comprehensively. This is not merely an act that violates the United States’ own constitution itself, but also violates the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by suppressing gatherings of the expression of opinions related to state affairs.
The Republic of Mozambique
The Government of Mozambique under the administration of President Daniel Chapo has enacted several violent crackdowns of peaceful protest since the inauguration of the current president. The Chapo administration reported 315 deaths and 3000 injuries as a result of the protests, due in part to the use of non-lethal ammunition and other methods to quell protests nationwide. 4000 protesters were arrested as a result, even those as young as 14 years old.
The Republic of Poland
The Law and Justice (PiS) party of the Republic of Poland held office in government during the years 2015-2023, where they were found using multiple suppressive methods to contain widespread disdain for a few of their own policies. Multiple individuals in Poland including but not limited to student protesters, humanitarian workers, etc., protested against the Polish system of media control and were systematically punished, leading to even tighter controls on the content of intellectual mediums such as academics. Victims of this suppression include Michal Sopiński, a Rector-Commander of the Academy of Administration of Justice, and Kazik Staszewski, a musician whose single was censored on radio for anti-PiS messaging.
Reasons to suppress protest	
	Governments often seek an intrinsic trust from the people they govern. They seek to alleviate their problems and uplift their nation amongst others. This trust requires that the people they lead fully believe that government is fully capable of solving their socioeconomic issues, or that there are no issues to begin with. This lack of transparency is what many governments opt to maintain in order to prevent fear, panic, and mistrust in the government. The denouncing of government policies is a threat to this integrity, which is why many governments with tighter controls and less democratic perspectives opt to suppress this kind of dissent to prevent mistrust from spreading.
	Furthermore, protests can challenge governments regarding their relationships with corporate stakeholders economically. Protests against businesses generally stems from perceived inadequate support from employers for the completion of their jobs, e.g. inadequate pay, dangerous working conditions, etc., that may be profitable for a business regardless of the wellbeing of their employees. Any large corporation challenged by a protest may have to contend with balancing economic benefits and essential partnerships with government, as well as properly meeting the needs of employees to a satisfactory degree.
	Protests can also challenge complex geopolitical relationships and alliances. In most cases, governments act independently of their citizens when forging alliances with foreign territories. When these alliances yield problematic results – ethically, culturally, etc., - governments seek to protect the integrity of the relationship by suppressing protest against it.

Major Countries and Organizations Involved
The Human Rights Watch	
The Human Rights Watch is non-governmental organization (NGO) responsible for overseeing various territories and monitoring the security of the peoples within. They facilitate alerts for those which act without regard for the safety and rights of their citizens. They further pressure governments to enact policies that better fit the guidelines of basic human rights by exposing them on their global platform. This achieved via a watchlist, shared publicly in order to increase awareness of entities violating human rights. Their work has lead to several notable historic achievements, including the exposure of the Maduro administration for violent intervention in protests in Venezuela, and the 1997 Ottawa Treaty that permanently banned landmines internationally.
Amnesty International	
Amnesty International is a global non-governmental organization whose aim is to promote the end of human rights abuses worldwide. The organization spans 150+ nations with over 10 million people campaigning against human rights violations. They also provide detailed journalism with an emphasis on condemning the suppressive actions of authoritarian regimes. This has resulted in several successful campaigns, including the releases of the arbitrarily detained Kamran Ghaderi and Massud Mossaheb in Iran, the establishment of monumental treaties such as the Arms Trade Treaty of 2013, and the adoption of Ljubljana-The Hague Convention in the European Union, as a result of input over 10 years from Amnesty.
African Commission on Human and People’s Rights 	
The African Commission on Human and People’s Rights is the near-judicial body established under the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights to protect the dignity and socioeconomic well-being of individuals in Africa, ensuring that live in a dignified manner and that their rights are not neglected by each member state. It acts as an accountability measure for states that fail to abide by acceptable standards of the implementation of the rights of the African peoples.
Timeline of Events
	
Date

	
Description of event

	2010-2011
	The Arab Spring marked the beginning of more democratic perspectives being reflected socially. This was violently suppressed by government, though the movement developed into full-scale revolutions for many Arab countries such as Egypt.

	2015
	Baku, Azerbaijan saw the illegitimate arrest of peaceful gatherers and protesters, which the European Court of Human Rights deemed unjustified.

	2018-2020
	The Yellow Vests Movement began as a response to the economic policies of the Macron administration in France, which were met with violent suppression. The movement as a result, became more violent and forceful.

	17 December 2018
	The resolution A/RES/73/173 is passed by the General Assembly to promote the freedoms associated with the civilians right to protest.

	2020
	The Black Lives Matter movement saw widespread outrage at the unjust murder of George Floyd by police officers, which prompted mass public displays of solidarity for the marginalized Black community.

	2021-2024
	The Indian Farmers protest saw an uprising that advocated for better agricultural protections for farmers across India, such as minimum support price guarantees, loans, etc.  Police responded with various barricades and the deployment of tear gas in some instances.

	2022-Ongoing 
	Iran’s Hijab Protests were sparked by the murder of Mahsa (Jina) Amini in 2022, for alleged violations of the strict dress code for women in Iran. The response from the women in Iran was a series of ongoing protests that have been met with penalties unlimited to blinding and torture for protesters.




Relevant UN Treaties and Events
· International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), established by the United Nations to protect the political freedoms and civil rights of the people of its member nations.
· UN Human Rights Council and Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, both responsible for providing comprehensive recommendations for member nations on action against human rights violations worldwide.
· Promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the rights to peaceful assembly and freedom of association, 17 December, 2018 (A/RES/73/173), which aimed to protect the rights of individuals to protest in the name of the protection of human rights.
· The rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, 2018 (A/HRC/RES/15/21), which established the Special Rapporteur as mentioned above, giving them the rights to free movement to advocate for human rights in all member territories.

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue
The European Convention on Human Rights
Article 11 of the European Convention on Human Rights details protectionary measures listed to enforce the democratic right to protest in governments throughout Europe. No further substantive amendments have been issued to this article.
The American Convention on Human Rights
The American Convention on Human Rights (created by the Organization of American States in 1969) details measures that affirm the right to protest for citizens in members states of the American continent. Various opinions and suggestions on amendments have been published, but none ratified substantively into the convention.
The African Charter on Human’s and People’s Rights
The African Charter on Human’s and People’s Rights details the need for the protection of democratic systems of election and legislative decision-making, which encapsulates the citizens’ right to protest and express their political opinions without retaliation. Further amendments have been made to the charter such as the protocol addressing statelessness across Africa.

Possible Solutions
	One possible solution that could be employed is to formulate measures in a resolution that allow for impartial peacekeeping forces to oversee certain member states during a period of political instability, to be assessed and validated by a United Nations subsidiary body or an independent international non-governmental organizations, who would establish a watchlist for this very purpose. The challenges associated with this solution pertain to a perceived infringement of national sovereignty from some territories, which violates the UN Charter. Member states would have to give up some fraction of their autonomy during times such as electoral periods, which could raise questions about international intervention in state affairs, or could agitate parties disadvantaged by such instability.
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