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Introduction
For countless years, the backwash of armed conflict has left not only regions but also communities in agony. Governments are destabilized, individuals are seeking rehabilitation opportunities, and international peace is consistently postponed to the future. The proliferation of weapons—especially conventional arms and weapons of mass destruction (WMDs)—has presented a persistent threat to global security, particularly in regions recovering from conflict. As demonstrated repeatedly throughout history, the spread of weaponry and relevant technology can serve as a menace to the sustainable peace and stability of society. Post-conflict zones are said to be still exposed to armed weaponry and residual tension, making them fertile for illegal arms trafficking, re-emergence of violence, and counter movements to peacebuilding efforts.
Although it has long passed since disarmament and non-proliferation became the commonly mentioned topics when it comes to promoting sustainable peace and security, the efforts put in post-conflict zones remain inconsistent and occasionally ostensible. Despite the international community’s awareness, practical progress on non-proliferation in these contexts remains insufficient and obscure. It is evident that peace will remain precarious, and the risk of recurring conflicts is perpetual unless robust measures regarding the issue are taken.

Definition of Key Terms
Disarmament
Disarmament is the act of reducing or eliminating access to weapons. The voluntary handover of weapons, ammunition, and explosives is a highly symbolic act in announcing the end of armed conflict and in concluding an individual’s active role as a combatant. It is also essential to developing and maintaining a secure environment in which demobilization and reintegration can take place and play an important role in crime prevention.
Non-proliferation
Non-proliferation refers to the control of the spread and/or amount of something, especially nuclear or chemical weapons, in terms of the Disarmament Commission.
Post-conflict zone
Post-conflict zone refers to the regions that have undergone armed conflict or areas where conflict situations in which open warfare has come to an end took place. For instance,
Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW)
Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) are man-portable weapons made or modified to military specifications for use as lethal instruments of war. Small arms are categorized as weapons intended for use by individual members of armed or security forces, such as revolvers and self-loading pistols, rifles and carbines, sub-machine guns, assault rifles, and light machine guns. Light weapons are categorized as weapons intended for use by several members of armed or security forces serving as a crew. These include heavy machine guns, hand-held underbarrel, etc.
Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMDs)
Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMDs) refer to chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, or explosive weapons capable of causing widespread death and destruction and are designed to cause death or serious injury through toxic or poisonous chemicals. This type of weapon can easily harm a large number of people and is defined as a destructive device, such as an explosive or incendiary bomb, rocket, or grenade.
Illicit arms trade
Illicit arms trade, also known as arms trafficking, is the illegal transfer and dealership in arms and weapons, whole or their components, in violation of existing national and international regulations. The action involves the unlawful or unauthorized manufacture and/or procurement and uncontrolled circulation of arms and weapons within and across national borders.
Demobilization, Disarmament, and Reintegration (DDR)
DDR is a process through which members of armed forces and groups are supported to lay down their weapons and return to civilian life. It seeks to support ex-combatants and those associated with armed groups to become active participants in the peace process.
Arms embargo
An arms embargo is a prohibition that applies to the trade or activities related to military items. It consists of prohibitions on export, supply, or delivery, making available and transfer of military items and on the provision of technical assistance, financial services, and funds, and brokering services related to military items. may be imposed by the United Nations (UN), the Organization of Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), or the UK.
Security Sector Reform (SSR)
Security Sector Reform refers to armed forces, police, border guards, and other security institutions. These stabilize, protect, and provide relief, which makes them elemental for security, sustaining peace, and development. However, when poorly regulated, unaccountable, or sourced for political gain, the sector becomes a liability instead of an institution for good. The SSR views the provision of genuine security to any population as a meaningful assignment, central to the United Nations Charter. Its goal is to help states and societies foster effective, inclusive, and accountable security institutions that contribute to national and international security and sustainable development.

Background Information
	To underline once again, non-proliferation efforts should not stop at only acknowledging the presence of the issue, but lead to continuous progress, ultimately aiming for a practical and effective solution to promote the efforts made in the post-conflict zones.
	The proliferation of weapons in the post-conflict zones is neither accidental nor unexpected. It is the synergic result of weakened institutions, amplification of accumulated emotions, and lingering influence of armed factions that often relapse into violent and insurrectional movements. The improper use of weapons threatens not only the internal peace within a country but also regional and cross-border security.
	Weapons have become increasingly prevalent due to the rise of global arms manufacturing, the expansion of illicit arms trafficking internationally, and the militarization of non-state actors. The significance of weapon non-proliferation rose after multiple post-Cold War intrastate conflicts showed the dangers of uncontrolled arms flows. International awareness intensified following the Rwandan Genocide in 1994, the Yugoslav Wars, and post-9/11 global terrorism, accentuating the long-term impact of residual weapons in destabilizing peace processes.
	Is non-proliferation of weapons realistic? It is arguable that absolute non-proliferation of weaponry is idealistic, especially in fragile post-conflict states where the tension is still residual. Therefore, Member States are gathered to come up with the most effective ways to reduce the gap between the ideal and the expected levels of weapon non-proliferation by effectively promoting the efforts of non-proliferation through implementable legislative, strategic, and practical measures.
Reasons behind proliferation challenges in post-conflict zones	
	Weapon proliferation takes place in a complex phenomenon driven by multiple interconnected factors that create an environment where arms spread rapidly beyond control. Examples of the factors include a lack of institutional control and weakened stockpile security.
	Lack of institutional control 
When regional institutions are facing political difficulties or conflicts, this forms the primary conditions for weapon proliferation since it exacerbates the risk of illicit arms flows. The fomentation of social order significantly compromises the institutional capacity to maintain security, control borders, and manage weapon stocks.
	Weakened stockpile security
Weapons are left behind after conflict for their portability, lack of control, unplanned military withdrawals, political calculations, or logistical challenges. This then often falls into the hands of non-state actors, fuelling crime and instability. The weakening of stockpile security may lead to illegal weapon trafficking, re-exports/re-transfers, or criminal use.
Challenges and obstacles to weapon non-proliferation
	Weak governance and corruption
Due to its lack of institutional control and its vulnerability to the exposure of corruption, it can lead to arms leakage from national stockpiles into black markets. This directly hinders the process of weapon non-proliferation efforts and, furthermore, peacekeeping progress.
Political interests and foreign involvement
Since militaries no longer leave weapons in the post-conflict regions just because of the inconvenience when carrying them around, but also because it is a decision based on strategic calculations to intentionally cause weapon proliferation, major powers supplying arms to proxies or regional allies complicate peacekeeping and DDR operations, especially when this strategic influence is prioritized over stability.
Potential consequences of failed weapon non-proliferation in post-conflict zones
	Non-proliferation of weapons is a necessary matter, especially when it comes to post-conflict zones. If it fails, the potential consequences that the situation might lead to include prolonged loops and a recurring series of regional conflicts, moving farther away from the Disarmament Commission’s peacekeeping goal, and the escalation of a humanitarian crisis.

Major Countries and Organizations Involved
United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA)	
	Originally established as the Department for Disarmament Affairs (DDA) in 1982 and re-established in 1998, UNODA provides substantive and organizational support to Member States in disarmament through the work of the General Assembly, the Disarmament Commission, the Conference on Disarmament, and other bodies. It fosters preventative disarmament measures, such as dialogue, transparency, and confidence-building on military matters, and encourages regional disarmament efforts. Also providing information on UN disarmament efforts, the ODA supports the development and implementation of practical disarmament measures after a conflict, such as the DDR process: disarming and demobilizing former combatants and helping them to reintegrate into civil society.
International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA)	
	IANSA is a non-governmental organization (NGO) and also a global network of civil society organizations working to stop the proliferation and misuse of small arms and light weapons (SALW). It works to stop gun violence and supports efforts to make people safer by reducing the demand for such weapons. It aims to reduce gun violence by raising awareness among policymakers, the public, and the media about the threat small weapons pose to human security, fostering collaborative advocacy efforts, and promoting the voices of survivors. Through research, advocacy, and campaigning, the members of IANSA promote local, national, regional, and global measures to strengthen human security.
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)	
	Widely known as the world’s “Atoms for Peace and Development” organization within the United Nations family, the IAEA is the international centre for overseeing the nuclear field. The Agency works with its Member States and multiple sectors worldwide to promote the safe, secure, and peaceful use of nuclear technologies. With the nuclear material monitoring, the IAEA ensures compliance with non-proliferation. While primarily focused on the peaceful use of nuclear energy, the IAEA plays a crucial role in monitoring, verifying, and ensuring states adhere to non-proliferation commitments.
United States of America (USA)
	As a major nuclear power and permanent member of the United Nations Security Council, the U.S. can play a pivotal role in shaping non-proliferation policy and legislation, actively contributing to disarmament programs and providing funding and insight in post-conflict disarmament operations.
Russian Federation
	As another permanent Security Council member and nuclear-armed state, the Russian Federation has historically influenced arms control agreements. Its stance on weapon non-proliferation can impact the success of global non-proliferation efforts, especially in Eastern Europe, the Middle East, and Central Asia.

Relevant UN Treaties and Events
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT)	
The NPT is a landmark international treaty whose objective is to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and weapons technology, to promote cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, and to further the goal of achieving nuclear disarmament and general and complete disarmament. Opened for signature in 1968, the Treaty entered into force in 1970. On 11 May 1995, the Treaty was extended indefinitely. A total of 191 Member States have joined the Treaty, including the five nuclear-weapon States. (Status and text of the Treaty)
· General and complete disarmament, 10 January 2002 (A/RES/56/24)
· 2011 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and its Preparatory Committee, 3 January 2007 (A/RES/61/70)
· 2015 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and its Preparatory Committee, 2 December 2011 (A/RES/66/33)
· Resolution 2117 (2013), 26 September 2013 (A/RES/2117)
· Resolution 2220 (2015), 22 May 2015 (A/RES/2220)
· 2020 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and its Preparatory Committee, 11 December 2015 (A/RES/70/28)
· Resolution 2616 (2021), 22 December 2021 (A/RES/2616)

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue
	Since it is crucial to collect sufficient real-life data for the analysis of the issue before diving into the direct post-conflict spots suffering from weapon proliferation, organizations have formed to conduct multiple studies on the issue of weapon proliferation. 
Arms Trade Treaty (ATT)
The ATT, adopted in the UN General Assembly (GA) in 2013 and entered into force in 2014, is a multilateral treaty that regulates the international trade of conventional arms and seeks to prevent and eradicate illicit trade and diversion of conventional arms by establishing international standards governing arms transfers. The ATT contributes to international and regional peace, security and stability, reducing human suffering, and promoting cooperation, transparency and responsible action among the international community. The treaty has helped raise global awareness and set international standards for responsible arms transfers. However, major arms exporters such as Russia, China, and the United States are not full parties or have not ratified the treaty, weakening its ability to be enforced. Moreover, enforcement mechanisms are weak, and arms transfers to unstable regions still occur through loopholes or illegal channels.
African Union’s (AU’s) Agenda 2063
Shown with the example in the agenda, the Silencing the Guns Initiative, the AU suggests and plans to end all wars and violent conflicts and promote dialogue-based mechanisms for conflict prevention and resolution by 2030. To ensure effective implementation, the 24th Assembly of the AU requested the AU Commission (AUC) to finalise a draft First Ten-Year Implementation Plan for Agenda 2063 for consideration and adoption at the June 2015 meeting of the AU Policy Organs. The plan builds upon the Agenda 2063 Framework Document adopted in January 2015 and seeks to accelerate Africa’s political, social, economic and technological transformation while continuing the Pan African drive for self-determination, freedom, progress and collective prosperity. Covering the period 2014–2023, it is the first of a series of five ten-year implementation plans to be developed to realise the vision of the “Africa We Want By 2063.” The initiative has brought regional attention to arms proliferation and encouraged cooperation among African nations. However, its progress has been uneven due to limited national capacity, weak border controls, and continued conflict in hotspots such as the Sahel. Its strength lies more in its political messaging than its measurable implementation so far.
Small Arms Survey (SAS)	
The Small Arms Survey (SAS) is an independent study project located at the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies in Geneva, Switzerland. It strengthens the capacity of governments and practitioners to reduce illicit arms flows and armed violence through three mutually reinforcing activities: the generation of policy-relevant knowledge, the development of authoritative resources and tools, and the provision of training and other services. Its two main work streams are 1. data and analytics, and 2. policy and capacity support. It conducts extensive research on global trends in small arms and armed violence with the aim of providing international and national stakeholders with the data required to have an informed debate and make evidence-based policy decisions. It also provides research-informed policy advice to enable the development and implementation of international and regional mechanisms and processes that contain principles, norms, and practices to effectively combat the illicit flow of small arms and ammunition and reduce the impact of armed violence. It sets strategy plans every four years since 2014 and publishes annual reports on its official website. The project receives financial support from a number of governments and organizations, such as the European Union (EU), Swiss Network for International Studies (SNIS), and ATT Voluntary Trust Fund (VTF).

Possible Solutions
	The promotion of non-proliferation efforts has long been addressed by the international community through measures such as implementing the DDR programs and bolstering border controls. However, these often fall short due to a lack of coordination, insufficient funding, and resistance from local actors. Despite the recommendations from various resolutions in the General Assembly and the Security Council, implementation gaps persist. Some issues have not yet been addressed and resolved, such as the responsibility for the funding programs, coordination of various parties, communication with the regional persons concerned, etc.
Effective and efficient solutions for promoting the non-proliferation efforts in post-conflict zones will require acknowledging and addressing these issues. A holistic approach considering all or mostly chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, or explosive weapons that are either SALW or WMDs should bolster the organizations in favor, such as UNODA, reinforce the national and regional legislations regarding non-proliferation of weaponry, and lead to a cooperative and successive step toward peacekeeping.
Acknowledgement of the issue
Nations can achieve this step by using ways such as communicating with concerned local parties and arranging regular national and international conferences to share ideas and visions for the future regarding the non-proliferation of weaponry. This will include parties such as the nations themselves and UNODA, bringing up possible topics, such as how to regulate SALW or WMDs, how much a national and regional government will intervene in the matter of controlling the illicit transaction of weapons, etc. 
Addressing the issue
Nations can achieve this step by using ways such as overcoming the challenges and obstacles that weapon non-proliferation faces, identifying and forestalling the factors that provoke weapon proliferation in the post-conflict zones, and ultimately bringing the idea of weapon non-proliferation into realistic measures. Member States should conduct thorough research after acknowledging the issue to effectively promote non-proliferation efforts. This will include parties such as international, national, and regional research bodies and nations concerned with the issue, supporting the disarmament-relevant processes and organizations, such as the DDR process, arms embargo, SSR, and the UNODA.
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