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Introduction
The displacement of mass groups of individuals and communities has developed over time into an increasingly difficult issue to address. The devastating and life-upending nature of displacement has been thrust into the lives of civilians, forcing them to seek the basic necessities one needs to sustain oneself in areas and situations that are structured to deprive them of such, whether intentionally or unintentionally. Rights such as asylum for refugees and integration into society for all migrants are becoming increasingly difficult to protect, given a deep protectionist ideology of governments whose responsibility is to put first the well-being of its citizens.
 This displacement is the effect of the interplay of complex political mechanisms and conflicting ideologies that impose themselves in transfers of location, citizenship, and rights. For instance, wars and conflicts between different nations can stir up dangerous living conditions for citizens, including a lack of access to stable food, water, and other necessities. Additionally, changing climatic conditions often pose dramatic implications for an individual’s access to these necessities as well as their basic security and housing, such as droughts, floods, and other extreme natural disasters. Furthermore, political crises and oppressive ideologies in government can cause citizens to leave their countries of origin. Governments can create policies and enact decision-making that suppresses an individual’s rights to expressions of their identity - their religious, racial, ethnic, and national identity. These factors are known to drive people from their homes and urge them to attempt integrating into new social structures.
The issue arises when these structures fail to support this reintegration. Governments often pool resources to manage the well-being of their citizens, but are in no way legislatively obligated to the care and integration of migrants and refugees. This leads to the construction of segregated zones for migrants who without permission from proper channels in government, are not permitted to leave for any reason. These channels are often posed to be especially inaccessible to refugees, which systematically traps them within these zones with no source of income, shelter, food, water, etc. Social structures and hierarchies are also often built around a communal sense of belonging that is inherent to its citizens, and the entrance of new individuals in such a society can disrupt the relationship between members of the hierarchy, which is why they are often rejected as opposed to being accepted.
Certain non-governmental organizations, however, have stepped in these areas to close the gaps between government aid and displaced persons, providing assistance in financial and direct mechanisms to guarantee an acceptable amount of food, water, and shelter is given to refugees. However, without the support of governments, their aid is limited by how much is given via means of the generosity of individuals worldwide.
As a result, a more multi-faceted approach to this problem is now necessary to consider. As the subsidiary body of the United Nations, the Human Rights Council has the responsibility to provide a multitude of active solutions that will ease the burden of displacement and migration on refugees, and end the socioeconomic isolation and perverse circumstances such individuals experience.

Definition of Key Terms
Immigration
Immigration pertains to the act of an individual migrating from one territory to another, often times from their nation of origin into a foreign territory. Immigration legally takes place at certain points along the mutual border of two nations, where government officials of both nations convene to facilitate the process and validate their citizenship and fulfil any legal requirements for immigrants such as tax and customs declarations.
Migrant
A migrant is a person who enters into a foreign country through the legal process of immigration. Migrants take up a semblance of permanent residence within the foreign country by integrating into the society of that foreign nation. This could mean taking up a job, establishing housing, and rearing their family up with the local educational programs, etc.
Refugee
A refugee is a person who is forcibly displaced from their territory of origin due to complex extenuating circumstances, including but not limited to political instability, changing climatic conditions, or a lack of socioeconomic freedom in the state. Refugees seek refuge in foreign territories, and as a result often have no means of access to the proper legal channels necessary to establish permanent residence and integration into society, requiring them to apply for rights such as asylum.
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO)
Non-governmental organizations, or NGO’s, are coalitions that do not operate directly under the sovereign identity of the state(s) they inhabit. NGO’s are as such funded through public and not government means, and are able to provide assistance that is impartial to political stances and ideologies. They also help advocate for the disadvantaged, providing them with necessities not guaranteed to them by the state. NGO’s such as Amnesty International and the Human Rights Watch work both separately and in conjunction with governments to plan out initiatives based on their own agendas for various issues, particularly in this context, human rights violations.
Asylum
Asylum is a legal right that provides to them the necessary protections for a refugee in order to fully integrate into society and achieve as much socioeconomic stability as possible. Asylum guarantees that refugees can enter into a foreign territory and move around as freely as possible, and provides them with benefits that aid their integration. 
Borders
Borders are the boundaries of a region imposed by its central government. To be properly established, borders have to be mutually agreed on by the governments of both territories to ensure that transitions into both as well as appropriate defence mechanisms can be put into place without conflict. Isolative border policies or that which is overwhelmingly comprehensive can make it difficult for migrants to pass safely into foreign territories, which systematically traps displaced persons in zones mutual to both territories involved. Such phenomenon occurred during disputes in Africa, where territorial disputes near the borders of the countries of Eritrea and Ethiopia placed a strain on  resources for the communities near by/
Segregation
Segregation is the systematic separation of groups of individuals from one another, generally allocating more favourable treatment socioeconomically and politically to individuals of a particular group over others. Historically, racial segregation has favoured members of Caucasian, or White minorities, but can generally apply to any form of separation from a “preferred” group based on their race, religion, ethnicity, and other forms of their identity. Such examples of segregation include the United States’ detention centres for illegal immigrants.
Population
A population is a large group of people represented within a particular territory. Populations can be the sum of all individuals represented within a territory, or they can be separated by their identity, either race, religion, ethnicity, gender and sexual orientation, etc. Different populations may gather in communities that have complex relationships with their neighbors, which could ignite tensions/conflicts or tentative alliances between different populations for a variety of reasons, prime among them being resource competition.
Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs
Maslow’s hierarchy of needs is a framework constructed by Abraham Maslow to outline the basic necessities of the human in order to achieve self-actualization – the feeling of being comfortable and secure in one’s identity and surroundings. The hierarchy details the following requirement from bottom to top in order to achieve self-actualization: physiological needs, safety, love and belonging, esteem, and self-actualization.

Background Information
	The factors that come into play when driving populations out of their country en masse are complex and multi-faceted. 
Causes of Displaced Populations
The following factors are primarily responsible for the forcible displacement of entire communities worldwide. These factors are all responsible for the lack of accessibility to the requirements of Maslow’s hierarchy, mainly that of the physiological and safety requirements, which are fundamental to achieving the rest of the hierarchy and thus, drive people to leave easily.	
	Political Instability
Political instability is one of the largest driving factors for members of a community within a country to upend their lives and leave. This is made manifest through the various forms of conflict and persecution civilians have to contend with, whether the displacement is regional or across various nations. Different forms of conflict include civil unrest caused by terrorist organizations, gang members, etc., ethnic conflicts between communities of diverse ethnicities, political suppression and oppression of the expression of one’s identity, and international conflicts between foreign territories resulting in civilian harm and casualty through weapons of mass destruction.
Social Insecurity
Civilians who identify as a member of a particular race, ethnicity, religion, etc., may be systematically targeted against by government agencies who wish to point blame for complex issues onto a particular group, or who may enforce discrimination as a cultural phenomenon, the result of historical disputes between both groups. The discrimination further translates to egregious human rights violations in the name of such a historical dispute. Ideologies such as authoritarianism can further enforce or legalize these measures in a country. Such instances would include the displacement of 200 000 individuals under the Assad regime in Syria, of which those individuals belonged to areas where the opposition of the regime dwelled.
Environmental Changes
Complex environmental changes can make it difficult for the people of a particular region to fully inhabit that space. Natural disasters such as volcanic eruptions, floods, hurricanes/typhoons/monsoons, etc., can all damage crucial infrastructure and large networks of homes for people, thus forcing them to relocate to areas less affected by such disasters. Droughts and famine can also create discrepancies for the availability of food and water, which are non-negotiables for the sustenance of all lives. To place this into perspective, the 2025 Global Report on Internal Displacement indicates that 45.8 million individuals were displaced internationally as a result of natural disasters.
Socioeconomic Instability
Ineffective government policy within a state can influence its ability to support the people within. This can create complex discrepancies between the rich and the poor, which do not permit individuals to progress socially and financially. This systematically keeps the upper classes rich while trapping members of lower classes in poverty, some who are unable to obtain a stable and reliable source of income to support their families. This can drive groups of people to leave the community that is unable to support them financially. Countries such as South Sudan and Venezuela struggle with this issue, with South Sudan experiencing a -4.31% drop in gross domestic product GDP, and Venezuela experiencing a -4.00% contraction in GDP.
Resource Scarcity
Some countries are not well equipped with all the resources required to support their large populations, leading them to import these necessities from other countries. When this is made impossible due to geopolitical complications, resources can become rare, sometimes fatal to populations at large. Food and water, which are necessities for life to flourish, can be made relatively inaccessible to these large populations, leading to illness, starvation, etc. This can drive a family or community to relocate completely.
The International Response	
	The issue at large is that many governments worldwide fail to properly integrate refugees into their socioeconomic structures. Refugee camps, for instance, have become an all-too prominent feature of some territories. These camps are constructed as zones for refugees to inhabit, but legally, they are not permitted to move about further in the territory. Government is not legislatively obligated to provide jobs, food, water, and housing for these individuals. This lack of obligation does not persuade them to allocate resources to provide for refugees when they can be allocated to solving more local socioeconomic issues for their citizens. As a consequence, refugees often find themselves trapped between a world that threatens their safety and one that rejects them completely.
	Refugee camps are not structures in any way to be pleasurable, and are barely decent enough to graze generally acceptable standards of living. Tents and other temporary housing structures are prominent in these camps, where people do not have much space from tent to tent to inhabit. These camps are guarded by local law enforcement, which prevents them from exiting the camp area to find food, water, etc., forcing them to be dependent on the generosity of local and international NGO’s to secure resources. However, when these organizations are unavailable due to financial issues, the resources given are limited if not non-existent, allowing for diseases to spread and other discomfort to preside. When considering how these fulfil Maslow’s hierarchy, the conditions barely meet the physiological requirements of the hierarchy, which further conveys the severity of the poverty and lack of decency that plagues these camps. These conditions do not meet basic standards outlines by the universal declaration of human rights, or many other standards of human decency.
	NGO’s continually step into these refugee camps to provide as much assistance as they can with their limited resources, but without a more stable and guaranteed source of funding, their operations are constantly barred by the increasing demand for aid without a stable supply and funds.
	Thus, a greater need for international cooperation between all member states is crucial to ensure that migrants and refugees receive proper care and integration into society.
	
Major Countries and Organizations Involved
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, or the UNHCR is a subsidiary body of the United Nations dedicated to assembling member states to thoroughly address the issues associated with being a refugee and their integration into foreign societies. Their intervention covers the expanses of health and nutrition, access to water and sanitization, etc., with initiatives such as the WASH policy (Water, Sanitization and Hygiene), and the AGD (Age, Gender, and Diversity) policy, which increased inclusion in social structures and provided sources of proper hygienic management and water access for refugees respectively.
The Sahel Region (Burkina Faso, Niger, and Mali)	
	The Sahel Region is notorious for having the highest rates of regional and international displacement due to the prevalence of local violence and extremism across the region. As such, the governments of these territories have a large responsibility to find ways to address displacement by stabilizing political conditions.
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)	
	The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, or OSCE acts in a preventative manner regarding the mitigation of conflict and other political affairs that may result in mass internal displacement in Europe. Initiatives such as scholarships for women in Central Asia to increase accessibility to jobs in the future for women, or their field missions in member territories that combat extremism Eastern Europe have effectively protected civilians and advocated for their rights locally.

Timeline of Events
	
Date

	
Description of event

	Ongoing
	The Rohingya refugee crisis in Myanmar is one of the most infamous instances of the poor conditions of most refugee camps, with 750 000 individuals being considered legally stateless.

	2012-2021
	The refugee crisis in the Central African Republic has largely subsided in recent years. However, 693 000 individuals remain registered as refugees.

	Ongoing
	The refugee crisis in Eritrea has thus far displaced 551 000 individuals due to severe political instability.

	Early 2025 
	The California Wildfires, which displaced over 200 000 local civilians due to severe wildfires that struck the region massively.




Relevant UN Treaties and Events
· Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 17th December, 2024 (A/RES/79/156), resolution passed by the General Assembly to address a report on displaced persons internationally made by and to convene the UNHCR.
· Protection of and assistance to internally displaced persons. 19th December, 2023 (A/RES/78/205), resolution passed by the General Assembly to affirm existing rights and establish protections for refugees.
· Assistance to refugees, returnees and displaced persons in Africa. 19th December, 2023 (A/RES/78/185), resolution passed by the General Assembly to establish networks for the social assistance of refugees in foreign territories.

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, or the UNHCR is dedicated to resolving the difficulties refugees experience when attempting to seek refuge in a foreign territory. The UNHCR approaches this through communal initiatives, enriching communities through policies such as the Age, Gender, and Diversity policy, which uplift the voices of the displaced communities in refugee camps. Through the UNHCR, 13 million displaced persons received access to basic necessities and sanitization, seeing a decline in mortality rates by 2024.
German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) 
The German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) has created initiated operations such as the Special Initiative on Forced Displacement, which has prioritized mitigating the harm caused to refugees, and has fought to protect and enforce their economic rights by providing them with access to income opportunities, improving housing conditions, etc. Their achievements include reforms to border policy between Zambia and Zimbabwe that improved both nations economically by speeding up truck transportation from six days, to around 30 hours.

Possible Solutions
	One possible solution would be to form a resolution that legislatively binds members to provide immediate assistance to refugees by enhancing the mechanisms for asylum guaranteed to them. This resolution would require each member state to allocate resources to grant asylum to a particular quota of refugees, either based on their ratio to their current population, or based on a more arbitrary metric. This however could raise questions of whether it is up to sovereign nations to adopt responsibility of refugees and their wellbeing. This issue requires diplomatic mediation to establish concrete boundaries for the responsibility of governments for refugees without compromising the stability of the state or its ability to care for its inhabitants. A way to combat this issue would be to establish more localized forms of support for refugee rights, such as a plan for each member state/region with substantive refugee crises to allocate resources. As the solution would be more local, foreign imperialism would not be a challenge to the sovereignty of the state.
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