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Introduction 

Because of their extraordinary intelligence and role in maintaining the health of the entire ocean, 

the issue of marine life including whales, dolphins, and sharks washing ashore with their stomachs full of 

plastic is serious. In the progress of dolphins and whales rising to breathe, they nourish phytoplankton. 

Phytoplankton generates up to 85% of the oxygen humans breathe and annually absorbs four times as 

much carbon dioxide than the Amazon rainforest. Consequently, safeguarding these species means 

protecting the Earth as a whole in a world preoccupied with rising carbon dioxide concentrations and 

consequently, climate change. 

It is critical for marine life to be able to store carbon and prevent it from being released into the 

atmosphere. Today, however, more than 150 million tons of floating plastic are added to the ocean every 

minute, the equivalent of a garbage truckload. Commercial fishing is the greatest threat to marine life. 

Continual media coverage on plastic and fossil fuels often distract people from the fishery 

industry that has a considerably bigger influence on the ocean. However, the majority of marine life 

preservation organizations remain mute about how the fishery industry is devastating marine life. The 

most crucial issue of all is not being addressed by the groups, nor are they speaking out against it. Less 

than 0.5% of all oceans are subject to regulation, despite the opinion of most experts that at least 30% of 

seas should be protected. 

 

 

 

 



Shekou International School Model United Nations 2022| Annual Session 

 Research Report | Page 2 of 9 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Fishery Industry 

Any enterprise involved in the catch, promotion, or sale of fish or fish products is referred to as 

being in the "fishing industry." According to the Food and Agriculture Organization, it includes 

commercial, subsistence, and recreational fishing as well as the related sectors of harvesting, 

processing, and marketing. Fish and other seafood products must be provided as part of the commercial 

activity, either for human consumption or as inputs into other industrial operations. 

Bycatch  

Incidental capture of non-target animals including dolphins, sea turtles, and birds of the ocean. 

Each day, tens of thousands of kilometres of fishing nets and lines are deployed in the oceans. Modern 

fishing gear is incredibly effective at catching the intended fish species—as well as anything else in its 

path—and is sometimes difficult to identify by eye. 

Commercial Fishing 

Extracting resources from lakes, rivers, and oceans with the goal of selling them, including fish 

and other delicacies. When fish are captured commercially, whether wholly or partially, they are 

harvested for sale, trade, or barter. 

Background Information 

According to studies, up to 40% of all marine life captured is through bycatch and is then thrown 

back overboard. With more than 4,600,000 commercial fishing vessels at sea, the government had to 

almost give up trying to address the issue.  

By the middle of the twenty-first century, there won't be any commercial fishing since there won't 

be sufficient fish to catch if the industry keeps capturing wild fish at the current rate. A typical fishing boat 

could haul in 1 to 2 tons of halibut each day in the North Sea in the 1830s. Yet currently, the total amount 

of halibut caught by the whole fishing fleet annually is just approximately two tons, making halibut a 

thousand times less common now than it was back then. 

From the Middle East to the Caribbean, where 90% of the large fish that had thrived there for 

thousands of years have suddenly vanished. According to one of the top fishery specialists in the world, 

if the fishing industry continues at its current rate, the ocean will be virtually empty by 2048. 

Cause of danger in marine life by the action of catching  
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In a rate of 2.7 trillion fish annually, five million are killed every minute. No other industry on Earth 

kills anywhere close to the number of animals that this trade does. In other cases, this had caused fish 

populations throughout the world to nearly become extinct. 

 Whales, dolphins, and turtles killed from fishery 

Since 1986, international whaling has been prohibited. However, a number of nations have been 

operating covertly for years. Annually, bycatch from commercial fishing results in the death of 

about 300,000 whales and dolphins. Six out of seven sea turtle species are either vulnerable or 

endangered despite the fact that there isn't a single fishery in the world that specifically targets 

sea turtles. This is due to fishing rather than climate change, ocean pollution, or ocean plastics. 

Shark-finning- industry 

Every year, on average, 10 people are killed by sharks worldwide. Comparatively, the people  

now disposes of 11,000 to 30,000 sharks each hour, of which 50% are bycatch from commercial 

fishing boats. According to studies, up to 40% of sharks that are caught are bycatch and are then 

put back into the water. However, since the shark finning industry is restricted to Asia and fish is 

consumed worldwide, consuming fish is equally as terrible, if not worse, than the shark finning 

industry. 

Reefs 

The only widely accepted explanation for why coral reefs were disappearing was climate change, 

with scientists projecting that 90 percent of coral reefs will be gone by the year 2050. However, 

very little media coverage was given to the significance of fish in maintaining coral reefs. 

Recycling of fish plays an important role in the ecosystem of coral reefs. Corals eat the 

excretions that marine life produces. Not only are the fish suffering when the fishing industry 

comes in and captures them, but the materials that the fish release into the water serve as food 

for the corals, meaning that the nutrients needed to replenish them and build them back up will 

be lost. Worldwide, fishing is becoming a serious danger to many reefs. These coastal plants 

may store up to 20 times more carbon per acre than terrestrial forests. In reality, marine plants, 

algae, and coral contribute to store 93 percent of the world's CO2 in the oceans. 

Trawling 

The most destructive method of fishing is trawling. The largest trawl nets are so massive that 

they could fit up to 13 jumbo jets or whole cathedrals. The once-richly alive ocean floo became 

iscarred by the nets' massive weights, leaving nothing but a desolate wasteland in its place. An 
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estimated 3.9 billion acres are lost to bottom trawling each year. This was the same as losing 

4,316 fields of soccer fields per minute. 

Pollution from fishery industry 

Fishing vessels discharge away a ton of waste, including nets, ropes, and lines. Fishing nets 

make up 46% of the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, while other forms of fishing gear made up the majority 

of the rest. However, the public and the media are overly preoccupied with trivial issues like gum and 

plastic tea bags, which make up less than 1% of the rubbish. Because commercial fishing is by far the 

largest problem, the ecosystems would still be in danger even if not a single gram of plastic entered the 

seas from now on.  

Fish farming 

Fish farming has a reputation for being an environmentally beneficial method of feeding the world 

without the issues associated with wild-caught fish, including bycatch, illegal fishing, damage to 

the seafloor, the eradication of endangered species, and hazardous working conditions. Fish 

farming, however, is plagued by disease and pollution. Anemia, lice, chlamydia, and heart 

disease are all present in large numbers in salmons.  

Fish feed, which is consisting of dried fish meal and extracted fish oil and needs a significant 

number of fish to create, is also widely used to feed fish. In actuality, significantly more fish are 

required to be fed to farmers than would ever be harvested. Fish farming is thus only a cover for 

wild fishing. Additionally, almost 50% of all seafood farms across the world already use large-

scale fish production. Tens of thousands of fish are kept in enormous cages out at sea. 

Significant storm barriers that shield populations from storm surges and even tsunamis are 

mangrove forests. And yet, shrimp and prawn cultivation has devastated 38% of the world's 

mangroves. 

Marine lives attacked 

According to a global survey, plastic kills 1,000 sea turtles worldwide each year. However, fishing 

vessels capture, harm, or kill 250,000 sea turtles annually in the United States alone. 

Media’s focus 

Plastic straws only account for 0.03% of entering the marine environment, while 46% of the Great 

Pacific Garbage Patch is fishing nets by themselves, which are merely a part of sea vessels. A 

video of a sea turtle with a straw in its nostril quickly went viral.  A lot of attention was being paid 

by organizations and the media to getting individuals to quit using chewing gum and tea bags. 
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However, not a lot of people from the media gave attention to the issues that arose from fishing 

equipment. Instead, the majority of media outlets' discussions involved plastic straws. The 

organizations like OCEANA are suggesting eating sustainable seafood instead of recommending 

lowering or eliminating seafood consumption which doesn’t exist. 

Fishing plastics 

Fishing nets, which are even more harmful for marine life than plastic straws, make up 46% of 

the Great Pacific Garbage Patch. Every day, longline fishing releases enough fishing lines to 

round the globe 500 times. 

Oil Spills 

The biggest oil leak ever was caused by the Deepwater Horizon in the Gulf of Mexico. For 

months, it released enormous amounts of oil into the deep water. People were horrified by the 

loss of marine life as the oil washed ashore. However, the Gulf of Mexico fishing industry actually 

killed more species in a single day than the oil disaster did in several months. However, in some 

ways marine life benefited from the Deepwater Horizon oil disaster because it had a break from 

fishing since broad regions were prohibited from fishing due to the potential of being 

contaminated by oil. 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved  

Japan  

 Japan has declared that they would rejoin the International Whaling Commission and resume 

commercial whale hunting. Tokyo claims that despite the global prohibition, they plan to slaughter. Over 

700 dolphins and whales are herded into a cove for killing each year in city Taiji, Japan. 

  Whales and dolphins are viewed as competitors in Taiji's fisheries. According to the industry, they 

consume an excessive amount of fish and if the dolphins and whales are exterminated, more fish would 

be available for them to capture. In essence, the overfishing occurring in Taiji is what is causing the 

murder of these dolphins and whales. The industry used marine life as a scapegoat for overfishing, 

murdering it in the process. This would allow the sector to continue engaging in lucrative businesses like 

the shark-finning and multibillion-dollar tuna industries while absolving itself of any environmental 

liabilities. 

China  

 China is the main recipient of shark fins exported there for shark fin soup mostly from Spain. 

Almost Sharks are just as crucial to maintaining the health of the ocean as dolphins and whales are, 
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because they are tertiary animals in the foodchain. But because of the fisheries business in China and, 

primarily, Hong Kong, sharks were in danger of going extinct for the first time ever. Shark populations 

were in decline, similar to those of bluefin tuna, with hammerhead, bull, and thresher shark populations 

dropping by up to 80% in the previous several decades alone. 

France 

Up to 10,000 dolphins on the French Atlantic coast are killed each year by bycatch. Since the 

French government has been so effective at concealing the issue, this industry has been in France for at 

least 30 years. The dolphin population in France is rapidly declining due to increased fishing. 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● Delegations to the sixth session, New York, 24 July-4 August 1995 (A/CONF.164/INF/15) 

● Final Act of the United Nations Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish 

Stocks, 7 September 1995 (A/CONF.164/38) 

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

Numerous initiatives to control the industry were also failing, with government observers tasked 

with maintaining a close eye on fishing operations on board ships being murdered at sea or thrown 

overboard. The background of international organized crime should be considered while examining 

fisheries crime. 

Observers 

American observer Keith Davis, 41-year-old, vanished off the coast of Peru a few years ago and 

was never heard from again.  

In just five years, 18 observers in Papua New Guinea went missing.  

The family of a tuna fisherman who was detained for illegal fishing in the Philippines in 2015 

threatened the life of an observer by the name of Ms. Gerlie Alpajora. Soon after that, armed guys broke 

into her house and shot her in the head in front of her two young boys. 

Consuming Earth Island Institute (Dolphin Safe Tuna HQ) certified Tuna 

Dolphin Safe, an internationally renowned seafood certification, is a total fabrication because it 

offered no guarantees. In other instances, fishing boats using Dolphin Safe Tuna would kill 45 dolphins 

in order to harvest eight tunas. No one is there in the water to watch dolphins being killed. 
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Possible Solutions 

 Reducing the intake of marine life can help put an end to the fishery industry. Additionally, 

individuals stopping and limiting seafood consumption can help prevent exposure to dioxin, 

polychlorinated biphenyl, hexachlorobenzene, heavy metals, plastic compounds, and flame-retardant 

chemicals, because industrial contaminants are most heavily concentrated in the aquatic food web.  

The only ethical thing to do to preserve the ocean and marine life is easily not consuming them. 

There is potential to protect marine life through the upcoming difficult times if additional protections are 

supplied, fish populations reduces and the ecology will be brought back into balance. 

Marine ecosystems recover so swiftly when given the chance. Although there are tremendous 

chances for marine recovery and rewilding, this can only have place if extremely sizable portions of the 

ocean are closed to commercial fishing. 
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Appendix or Appendices 

I. More information on the dangers given towards marine life from fishery industry: 

https://animalequality.org/issues/fish/  

II. Specified data about fishery industry’s threats 

https://www.seaspiracy.org/facts  
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